
Gene Brown Transmissions

Ultimate Car Care Maintenance Checklist

Maintaining your vehicle is crucial for its longevity and performance. Whether you drive daily or
only occasionally, following a consistent maintenance schedule can help avoid costly repairs
and keep your car running smoothly. Here’s a comprehensive checklist that covers all the
essential car care tasks:

Monthly Checks:

1. Engine Oil:
Check your oil level and look for any signs of leaks. Top off or change oil as
recommended in your owner's manual.

2. Tire Pressure:
Check tire pressure with a reliable gauge and ensure it matches your vehicle’s
specifications for better fuel efficiency and tire lifespan.

3. Coolant Levels:
Inspect the coolant reservoir and ensure it’s filled to the appropriate level. Proper coolant
prevents your engine from overheating.

4. Lights and Signals:
Test all headlights, brake lights, turn signals, and interior lights to ensure they’re working
properly.

Every 6 Months:

1. Brake System:
Inspect the brake pads, rotors, and fluid levels. Replace any worn components
immediately to avoid safety issues.



2. Battery Terminals:
Clean the battery terminals to prevent corrosion, which can affect the battery’s lifespan
and performance.

3. Tire Tread:
Check the tread depth using a penny or tread depth gauge. If the tread is below 2/32
inches, replace the tires.

4. Wiper Blades:
Replace your wiper blades if they’re streaking or skipping to ensure you have clear
visibility during rainy conditions.

Annual Checks:

1. Transmission Fluid:
Check the transmission fluid levels and condition. Replace the fluid if it appears dark or
burnt.

2. Alignment and Suspension:
Inspect the alignment and suspension systems to prevent uneven tire wear and ensure
smooth handling.

3. Air Filters:
Replace engine air filters and cabin air filters yearly to ensure optimal airflow and air
quality inside the vehicle.

4. Full Detailing:
Clean and wax your vehicle to protect the paint from dirt, grime, and UV damage. A full
detail can also help maintain the resale value of your car.

Every 2-3 Years:

1. Coolant Flush:
Over time, coolant becomes less effective. Flush and replace it every 2-3 years to
maintain your engine’s temperature.

2. Brake Fluid Replacement:
Old brake fluid can absorb moisture, reducing braking efficiency. Replace the fluid every
2-3 years for optimal brake performance.

3. Battery Replacement:
Most car batteries last 3-5 years, but regular testing will indicate when it’s time for a
replacement.

Ultimate Tips for Long-Term Car Care:



● Follow the Manufacturer’s Schedule: Your car’s owner’s manual has a specific
maintenance schedule tailored to your vehicle.

● Keep Detailed Records: Record all maintenance and repairs to stay organized and
maintain your vehicle’s value.

● Listen to Your Car: Pay attention to any new noises, smells, or performance issues,
and address them promptly to avoid bigger problems down the road.

By following this comprehensive checklist, you’ll keep your car running smoothly and extend its
life, no matter how long you plan to drive it.


